PART I
THE FRAMEWORK OF THE NATIONAL
REVOLUTION
SECTION I
FRANCE ON JUNE 25, 1940
a
/-pio examine the work of the 'National Revolution' means taking
JL the situation of France on June 25, 1940, on the morrow of the
signing of the second of the armistice conventions, and studying
what has since been effected in the different spheres of action.
By this procedure we cannot fail to reach the conclusion that the
external as well as the internal policy of the Vichy Government has
been dictated by events. The armistices had not been intended to
govern a durable situation; when they were signed it seemed
unlikely that the resistance of the British Empire, betrayed by
France, could be prolonged for more than a few weeks. Failing
a probable inconclusive peace of stalemate, there could be no
doubt of a British defeat.
Literally interpreted and applied, the terms of the armistices
could not allow France to live. She was therefore obliged to enter
upon the path of collaboration in order to obtain certain indis-
pensable modifications.
Furthermore, the aggravation of the food situation and of
unemployment perforce impelled France towards an increasing
State control and a strengthening of the powers of the State in all
departments.
Finally, the huge payments exacted in the guise 'of the costs of
the army of occupation involved recourse to inflation and the
consequent frantic regulation of exchange rates and prices upon
which the Vichy Government has embarked.
In its broad lines, therefore, apart from the methods of its
application, Marshal Pdtain's policy could not be other than it was.
And hence there came about an equivocal position which the
masters of France have admirably known how to exploit.
Now it is this equivocal position that it is necessary to clear up
in the very first lines of this work. To take France on June 25,
1940, is to acknowledge a normal break between the vanished
r&gime and the new. Like every break it is arbitrary, for history is
3, continuous development. In reality the men of Vichy would
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